
Voter Lists 

 
Among the Hays papers that survived in my family were two voter lists. One is from an 

election held 14 October 1828 in Findlay Township, Allegheny County, PA. The other is for the 
presidential election of 1836 presumably also held in Findlay Township. Martin van Buren, a 
Democrat, won. It is one of the more unusual elections ever held in the United States. The Whig 
Party ran four different candidates in different sections of the county hoping that the sum of 
number of electors for the four would exceed that for van Buren. The tactic did not work.  

The original lists were donated to the library of the Historical Society of Western 
Pennsylvania that was later incorporated into library of the Heinz History Center. Transcribed 
versions of these lists are published in the Western Pennsylvania Genealogical Society Quarterly, 
Vol 41, Nos 3-4, 2014-0115. 

John C. McMichael 
18 October 2015 
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